A Few Rulings and Benefits Pertaining to The Salaam
"When you are given a greeting, reply with a better greeting or (at least) an equivalent one. Certainly, Allah is Ever a Careful Account Taker of all things." (1) 
Fiqh Benefits from the ayah: (2)
(1) – Initiating the Salaam is [recommended]. 
(2) – Returning the Salaam is [obligatory]. 

The Messenger of Allah (sallahu alayhi wa sallam) said "Should I not inform you of something that, if you were to do it, would cause you to love one another? Spread the salaam between yourselves." (3)
Benefits from the hadeeth :( 4)
(1) – The importance of giving the salaam. 

(2) – The salaam is the greeting of the Muslims.

(3) - The salaam removes any coldness or estrangement that may exist between the             Muslims.

(4) – The salaam cultivates love between the Muslims.

Additional benefits :(5)
(1) – One should not replace the salaam with phrases such as: How are you,                          Welcome, etc… 

(2) – The salaam should be given in the following situations:

        a. Upon meeting someone. (6)


.        b. Upon seeking permission to enter
            This is due to the meaning of the ayah:"O you who believe! Enter not houses             other than your own until you have permission and have greeted those 

      inside. (7)                              
(3) – The ways of initiating salaam are as follows: (8)
        a. as salaamu 'alay [ka] for one person or as salaamu 'alay [kum] for a group
b. as salaamu 'alay [ka] or [kum] wa rahmatullah        
        c. as salaamu 'alay [ka] or [kum] wa rahmatullahi wa barakaatuhu.

(4) – The ways of returning the salaam are as follows:

        a. wa alay [ka] or [kum] as-salaam 
        b. wa alay [ka] or [kum] as-salaam wa rahmatullah.       
        c. wa alay [ka] or [kum] as-salaam wa rahmatullahi wa barakaatuhu.

Allah –the Most High- knows best.
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May Allah forgive him, his mother and all of the Muslims.
______________________________
(1) – Translation of the meaning of  Surah an-Nisaa [4:86] 
(2) – Translator/Researcher's Note:
        [a] Ibn al-'Arabee [d.543] said "Many Muslim scholars have used the above                    verse to establish that the initiating of the salaam is [recommended] and that               returning of it is [obligatory]". Ibn al-'Arabee was a great scholar of the                    Maliki Math-hab. See Ahkaam al-Qur'an (1/483) 
        [b] Al-Imam al-Hasan al-Basaree [d.110] said "The initiating of the salaam is                 [recommended] and the returning of it is [obligatory] [d.110]. See 'Umdah                at-Tafsir a Summarization of Tafsir ibn Kathir by Ahmad Shakir [d.1377]                    (1/547). 
              Al-Hasan bin Abee al–Hasan al-Basaree was from the followers of                           the companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam). He                was known for having excellent manners and a firm understanding of the                     religion of Islam. See Taqreeb at-Tahdheeb by Ibn al-Hajr Pg. 237                                Biography #1237 [Dar al-'Aasimah] 

        [c] This position was also held by Ibn Abdil Barr [d.463]. See at-Tamheed                      (5/289). Ibn Abdil Barr was a great Spanish Scholar known for his strong                   adherence to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (sallahu alayhi wa                          sallam). See Seer 'Alam an-Nubalaa (18/153-163)

        [d] Some Islamic scholars view that the initiating of the salaam is [obligatory].

              One of the proofs used to validate their position is the hadeeth of Abu                          Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with). He said "The Messenger of Allah                     (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) said 'When you meet your Muslim brother ,                  give him the salaam' ". Collected by Imam al-Bukhaaree and Imam                            Muslim.                        

(3) – See Sahih Muslim with its explanation by an-Nawawi. [1/224]
(4) – See An Explanation of the Poem of Islamic Manners by: as-Shaikh al-                         Fawzan. (Pg.201) 

(5) – See An Explanation of the Poem of Islamic Manners by: as-Shaikh al-                         Fawzan. (Pg.202)

(6) – Translator/Researcher's Note:

        "The Messenger of Allah (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam) said 'When you meet                your Muslim brother give him the salaam' ". Collected by Imam al-                         Bukhaaree and Imam Muslim.

(7) – Translation of the meaning of Surah an-Nur [24:27] 
(8) - [a] Sheikh al-Utaymeen holds the opinion that the correct distinction should be                 made when addressing groups or individuals. See his explanation of Riyadh                 as-Saliheen [4/400].

        [b] The clarification of how to address an individual as opposed to a group was                 inserted by the translator/ researcher.
(9) – With the help of Moosaa Richardson, Haneef Fause and several other students             of knowledge.

